24.   LETTER TO JAMNADAS DWARKADAS

August 17, 1918

BHAISHRI JAMNADAS1,

Though very anxious to write to you, being in severe pain I
could not do so earlier and even today I can only dictate. I am
still confined to bed but am sufficiently restored to be able to dic-
tate letters. I am well on the way to recovery and so there is
no cause for anxiety.

I was very much distressed to hear of your affair. Untruth
does not become truth because of purity of motive. Just as a
moneyed man is said to have but one eye for watching things, there
is only one path of truth. Likewise, there are many paths of
untruth, in the same way that a thief has as many as four eyes,
as the saying goes. A person lost in this mazy network of paths
is ruined and, if he happens to be a guardian or trustee, he also
ruins the person whose interests he is appointed to protect. You
will see this borne out by your experience, and that of others, on
hundreds of occasions. No one has ever come, or will come, to
harm through truth. How can you give up this highway? Why
did you?

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbkaini Diary9 Vol. IV

25.   LETTER TO ANANDSHANKAR DHRUVA
August 17, 1918
BHAISHRI ANAKDSHANKARBHAI2,
Your worrying on my account bespeaks your love for me.
Here is an exact description of what I have been through: On
Monday and Tuesday, I suffered unbearable pain, even worse, if I
could apply a stronger adjective still. I remained almost unconscious
on those two days, I wanted to scream all the time, but controlled
1 A leading member of the Home Rule League
2  1869-1942; Sanskrit scholar $q4 Gujarati writer;
of the Benares Hindu University